
Minutes of the School Food Subcommittee meeting 
November 13, 2007 

 
Present: Colleen Kavanagh, Laura Brainin-Rodriguez, Esperanza Pallana, Patrice Savery, 
Aileen Murphy, Paula Jones, Susie White, Niyati Desai. Libby Albert, Marguerite 
Nowak, Karen Gehrman, Mark Elkin, Zetta Reicker, Jacob Schreiber, Dana Woldow 
(chair) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05. Minutes from the previous meeting were 
approved as read. 
 
Dana updated the group on the status of the Prop H proposals. SNS has submitted two 
requests for Prop H funding, one for the POS swipe card system (over 4 years), and one 
for expansion of the salad bars (over 3 years). Both proposals are included in the 
Superintendent’s proposal, and will go before the Prop H committee for discussion on 
December 1st. Speakers are needed to attend that meeting and speak in support of these 
two proposals; those who cannot attend are asked to please send letters of support in care 
of Myong Leigh or Nancy Waymack, who have agreed to forward letters to the Prop H 
committee (leighm@sfusd.edu or waymackn@sfusd.edu). Those needing more 
information on this, please contact Dana (Nestwife@owlbaby.com).  
 
Colleen is writing school breakfast grant proposals for about 20 schools. The grants are 
for $15,000 each of federal money to expand school breakfast, and could be used to pay 
for POS systems at those schools, which would decrease the amount of Prop H money 
needed in the 4th year to complete installation at all schools. The schools being 
considered for grants all have high cash shortages, which could be reduced by the POS. 
 
As Ed and Loretta were not able to attend the meeting, Dana reported on progress with 
the salad bars. As of this week, 13 bars were opened, and 3 more will open before Friday. 
With a total of 25 bars promised before the end of the school year, this means that the 
project is running ahead of schedule even with the equipment delays which have forced 
some schools to wait longer than expected for their installation. Preliminary figures show 
that lunch participation is up at almost every school which has gotten a salad bar. 
 
Meal application returns continue to climb, with the district average of students qualified 
for reimbursable meals now over 55%, which is slightly ahead of last year at this time, 
and the number of “no app on file” lower than last year at this time (12,900, down from 
14,665 in mid October.) After school programs are now being asked to help with the 
return effort. Dana will ask Ed for an updated list of percentages of eligible students by 
school. 
 
Colleen discussed the document she is producing based on the long range planning 
working group’s meetings. 
 
There will be a meeting of the Wellness Policy working group on January 8th, 4-5pm at 
School Health Programs Department offices at 24th and Quintara (directly across from 



Lincoln HS), room 4. The purpose of the meeting is to write new proposed changes to the 
Wellness Policy. The changes would go to the school food subcommittee for discussion 
and approval in February, then to the Student Nutrition Committee for approval in 
March, so as to be able to get them to the BOE in sufficient time to be heard in committee 
and approved by the full BOE before the end of the school year. Changes to be addressed 
include standardizing all student food sales days to the same 4 days a year for all schools 
(currently schools may pick any day they like for their sales, and often SNS is not 
notified in advance, resulting in nearly $100,000 a year in wasted food); wording to 
specifically prohibit overt identification of students eligible for free or reduced price 
meals; and additional guidance on appropriate food for the Child Development Program. 
 
Paula brought up the issue of evaluation of the salad bars; she offered to coordinate those 
willing to work on getting interns into some of the salad bar schools to try to track how 
much more produce the children are eating as a result of the salad bars. Those interested 
in working on this essential project should contact Paula directly 
(paula.jones@sfdph.org).  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:05pm. 
Next meeting will be on Tuesday February 5th, location TBA but likely Lowell HS. 
 
 


